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Commissioncrs:

Tdesire to express my support for maintainingthe positions of dected COW1tysuperintendents of
schools and county boards of education. I believe that transtl..mngthe authority of the
superintendent and the board to a regional office wi1lreduce the effectiveness of the County
Office of Edu~ation t6 provide programs, services and support for education and youth in Merced
County. Loca' input and coordination is too valuab1eto lose,

Critical Merced County Office of Education eMCOE)functions include service to the most needy
childrcn: students in cour(and conununity schools and students with disabilities. Other
programs serving unique populations 3l1dneeds include regional occupational programs, migrant
cducatlon. court and conununity school, environmental education, independcnt study and a
charter school.

MCOE also works as a partner with the educalion conununity, preschool through university, as
we1las with local government, public service agencies, business, workforce development
or&r::Inizations.and parents to promote the education and welfare of youth in Merced County. My
oftice has worked doscly with MCOE in areas dealing with college readiness, MCOE is efficient
and effective.
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Fiscal and academic accountability arc also critical functions of MCOE, District budget oversight
is comprehen~ivc. Teacher crcdentia1ingand training are provided. Administrator training and
support are offered. Instructional resources are provided to districts.

EJiminating local elected officials who provide direction and oversight of MCOE activities wilt
reduce the effectiveness, responsiveness and accountability of those functions and will ultimately
reduce the qua~ty and quantity of education and youth service in the County, I urge the
Commission to reject the CPR recommendationto regionaJi7-eK-12 education.
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Allen Carden, Ph,D.
Executive Director
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